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this month's Clippings 

Pete, it sounds like a jam-packed 
meeting this month.  We are hav-
ing three different presentations, 
Show and Tell, and a great raffle.  
I can’t wait to see Randy and his 

vinyl graphics presentation. 

Yes Willie.  I am going 
to be there.  I want to 

see Pat’s presentation on 
two and four stroke 

engines. 

  December 2005 

On Saturday, November 12th we had our first (annual?) Gee 
Bee Fly-In.  Dick Steine flew his new Great Planes, Gee Bee R-
1.  Dick put two flights on it and it flew like a trainer (almost).  
Dick brought it in hot on the first flight and bounced it a little, 
on the second flight he slowed it down a little, greased it in, let 

it roll out, and then 
he taxied it back to 
the pits. 
Jerry Elert brought 
out two Gee Bees.   
A little R-1 and a Z 
model.  His R-1 was 
the only casualty of 
the day, when his 
motor killed and he 
tried to deadstick it 
in.  Al Schwartz, Del 
Berryman, Pat 
Galarneault, Dave 
Norman, Jerry Elert, 
Dick Steine and Phil 
Zuidema all brought 
out Gee Bees to fly.  

The other day I was talking to Dick Steine, the usual author of 
this column, and Roy Maynard.  We were recounting some of 
our early years in RC together.  How long it had been since we 
got started in this hobby!  I began in 1980 and Roy about the 
same.  Dick began long before that.  Actually, he may have 
started before there was electricity.  (No, I’m kidding.)  We 
were talking about our early days and how much we had forgot-
ten about how it was to be new in the hobby.  Well, no surprise, 
since neither of us our in our twenties any more.  The discus-
sion turned a little more serious and we started talking about 
what we used to think was really cool when we were newbies. 

I used to think a proper take-off and good landing (no prop 
changes, or worse) was really cool.  It was especially cool when 
it happened to be MY takeoff and landing.  If you could do a 
loop or a roll, you were an accomplished pilot.  One of the first 
times I soloed, I was flying a MEN Trainer, a three channel, .25 
powered plane, built very light with a highly undercambered 
wing.  This thing was so slow, I think most of its pilots could 
have outrun it.  I took the controls with some trepidation.  My 
instructor, Jerry Bednark, was standing only three feet from me.  
I was flying this thing all by myself!  I was so rattled trying to 
keep this thing from crashing (yes, at 30 mph), that my leg 
started a nervous tick.  My knee was flexing uncontrollably.  
One of our more accomplished pilots, Doug Brueshaber was 
standing behind me.  He started giggling and made notice of my 
nervousness.  It seemed laughable to him that anyone could be 
so nervous flying such a docile airplane.  After all, he flew For-
mula One racers which were about as fast as our current Quar-
ter Forty racers.  It didn’t seem laughable to me! 
The point is, that as we progress through this hobby over time 
and gain skills and lose memory, we forget how it was when we 
started.  We forget how impressed we were with what now 
seems so elementary and simple.  Our mentors were our wiz-
ards, our gods.  They could do what we could not or may never 
be able to.   

“Wow!  How did they get so good?  Would I ever get that 
(Continued on page 3) 
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to display your wares in case there are not enough tables to go 
around. 

We are always looking for ideas and topics for presentation at 
the monthly meetings. If you have any subjects that you would 
like to see presented or would like to share some of your own 
skills and ideas with the club at a meeting, please do not hesi-
tate to contact a board member to set something up. 

The annual elections were held at the November meeting. Dick 
Steine- President, Scott-Holm Hanson-Treasurer, and myself, 
Pat  Galarneault-Secretary were re-elected for another 2 year 
term. Phil Zuidema volunteered to continue publishing the 
newsletter as well as serve as contest coordinator. Don 
Granlund gave an excellent electric flight primer.  He covered 
basic motors, power setups, as well as various sources of infor-
mation and vendors. 

I will be processing 2006 memberships and issuing club cards 
at this and future meetings. For those who were members in 
2005, I will have pre-printed apps available.  As in the past , I 
need a 2006 AMA card, completed application and the neces-
sary dues in order to issue a club member card. I do request that 
you hold off on submitting an application until you  have your 
2006 AMA.  This makes the process go a lot  more smoothly.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

See you at the meeting. 

By Pat Galarneault 

Notes from the Secretary  

Club meetings are usually the second Friday of the month. 

Date:   Friday, December 9, 2005 
Time:   7:00 p.m. 
Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center 
     6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy. 
     Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 

Grassfield Monthly Meeting 

By Phil Zuidema 

Notes from the Editor and 
Contest Coordinator 

This month’s meeting promises to be very busy.  There is a lot 
on the docket.  See Pat’s column for more details. 
I want to encourage everyone who has an interest in sponsoring 
an event at the field this year to let me know soon.  I will be 
making up the schedule next month.  Of course, we can add or 
change things later on, but it’s much better if we can nail things 
down when the schedule is put out.  If you need help with orga-
nizing or figuring something out, please ask me and I will get 
someone to help you out. 
I am always looking for pictures and articles to put in the Clip-
pings.  If you attended an event at another club and have pic-
tures or a few comments about what happened and what you 
thought about it, please send them to me.  When I use my own 
material, it gives a one-dimensional view of the club, which is 
not what any of us want.  But, I am only one person, so, please, 
send me pix and any other articles you think we should publish.  
Thanks! 

The monthly meeting will be 7:00 pm, Friday, December 9 at 
the Brooklyn Center Civic Center.  Randy Etken will be hosting 
a demo of his vinyl stencil cutter. I have seen some of the de-
signs he has produced with it and is a really slick way to add 
those finishing touches to your planes. ���H�G�������,�W�¶�V���D�O�V�R���D���J�U�H�D�W��
way to make paining masks for numbers, etc.)  I will be giving a 
demo on 4-stroke engines covering care and operation as well 
as the differences from 2-stroke engines. The meeting will be 
opened up for Show and Tell. This is an opportunity for you to 
show off your latest projects and creations. They don’t have to 
be finished either. Sometimes it is just as informative and fasci-
nating to see them in “bare bones”.  The raffle will feature a 
Dremel cordless-Lithium ion tool as well as other assorted 
goodies to help you through the building season. 

The January meeting will be host to swap-meet. This is an ex-
cellent opportunity to get rid of stuff that has been sitting 
around a while. It is probably a good idea to bring a card table 

Pat Galarneault, continued 

Photos by Phil Zuidema 

“Gee, mom, when I get big like you will I be able to come out 
to the Grassfield all by myself?” 

Al Schwartz and 
Jim Brown ready 
Al’s Gee Bee Y 
model for flight.  
Al is using a 
starter designed 
for large gas en-
gines. He’s using 
a US 41.  It’s an 
Ikon NW kit 
covered in 21st 
Century fabric. 
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good?  How?”  These questions run through the minds of begin-
ners, but as we get more accomplished, we forget how things 
were when we began the hobby.  

I don’t think those people who we all revered, usually silently, 
ever realized what an impact they had on us.  How much we 
marveled at their abilities and what high esteem we held them 
in!  I am certain that they were just out there doing what they 
did and having fun.  They did not know they were our wizards. 

Who’s wizard are you?  I would bet that there are people who 
respect and admire you, and you have no idea they feel that 
way.  A kind word or compliment from you, could make their 
day and you have no idea what affect you have on them.  They 
are reading every nuance of your demeanor, looking for ap-
proval or reprobation, and you have no idea they are paying 
close attention to your opinions, your advice or looking for your 
approval. 

The difference between the affect that they feel and the affect 
you think you have on them is the “Wizard Factor”.  A Wizard 
Factor of zero means you and your student, protégé or friend 
are in perfect sync.  What admiration he holds for you is equal 
to what you think he feels.  I believe that there is probably no 
Wizard factor of zero.  A negative Wizard factor means you 
hold a higher opinion of yourself than your student. 

So, what is the gist of all this?  Simply this; appreciate that you 
have much more of an impact on people around you than you 
realize; especially people who hold you in high regard because 
of your position, your accomplishments or for reasons you may 
not know.  Keeping that in mind will allow you to always be at 
your best and to be the best mentor you can be.  

And that, my esteemed readers, is a snippet from The Meaning 
of Life According to Radio Control. 

���³�:�K�R���L�V���<�R�X�U���:�L�]�D�U�G� �́����&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���I�U�R�P���S�D�J�H��1) 

Combat guys before a big fight.  I think this was Owatonna. 

Stuff 
By David P. Andersen 

Originally published in R/C Modeler Magazine, September 1983.  
Reprinted with permission. 

Stuff on the ceiling and stuff on the floor. 
Stuff on the workbench, there’s more and more. 
I look in my workshop and what do I see? 
It hangs from the ceiling, it comes up to my knee. 
 
It takes a long time to accumulate all this stuff. 
I love it so much, I can’t get enough. 
I buy it in boxes or delivered in bags. 
It comes in plain wrappers with bright shipping tags. 
 
I whip open a kit, it’s all full of nice stuff. 
I cut it and sand it ‘til my hands are quite rough. 
I trim stuff and fit stuff, pile stuff upon stuff. 
More glue and epoxy and even Hot Stuff. 
 
There’s wires and pushrods and gear trains and pots. 
There’s fuel tanks and craptraps and lots and lots 
 Of Stuff for the engine and stuff for the fuel, 
Stuff for the wings rods and stuff for the tools. 
 
I’ve got stuff in my workshop and stuff in my car. 
It fills up my house and spills into the yard. 
Stuff stacked upon stuff and if that ain’t enough, 
My mailbox is stuffed with more stuff that says 

please buy more stuff.      
 
So here’s the sad truth.  I just can’t ignore it. 
Each little doo-dad needs more-dads to support it. 
It’s really quite bad, I know where it will lead. 
The more stuff I’ve got, the more stuff I need. 

###     

...and Here’s a Way to Get Rid 
of That Stuff! 
Dave, here’s a way to get rid of that “Stuff”.  There will be a 
Swap Shop at the January meeting.  This is for Grassfield 
members only, please.  Bring your own table to put your stuff on. 
 
Bring all that old stuff, and doo-dads  (egad!). 
Bring it or sling along in your ride. 
Pile that stuff in, ‘til it won’t hold no more. 
Load it on top, in back, or just on the floor. 
 
Just sell it, just sell it, “I’ll sell it”, you hope. 
With all that much stuff, it’s so hard to cope. 
Your spouse will adore you and your shop will too. 
Get rid of that stuff, but keep the epoxy and glue. 
 
You just may need it! 
 
Retort by Phil Zuidema 



 The Grassfield R/C Club “Clippings”                 December 2005 4   

Going Back to Houston 

In October, Dave Norman, Lee LeValley, Jerry Elert, Pat 
Galarneault and Phil Zuidema swung down to Houston, Texas 
for a JR Quarter Forty race.  Here are some photos of that 
race.  
Photos by Phil Zuidema 

Pat Galarneault after getting ready for the next heat.  The 
course is behind the tree line.  Below, practice, practice, prac-
tice. 

Bounce 

By Klotz the Kat 

�³�7�K�D�W���Z�D�V���D���J�R�R�G���O�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���² ���D�O�O���W�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H�P���´ 
 
In order for a taildragger to not tip over on its nose, its wheels 
must be ahead of the center of gravity.  The further forward, the 
rougher the ground that can be tolerated and the better the tail-
wheel will grip the ground, but the worse the tendency to 
bounce. 

When a taildragger lands, the impact of the main wheels tends 
to push the nose up, increasing the angle of attack, lowering the 
tail and increasing lift.  And the plane is flying again.  Eventu-
ally airspeed is reduced and it falls to the ground again, maybe 
harder.  The nose is rotated again and the plane becomes air-
borne once again.  This process continues until all flyable air-
speed is exhausted.  The plane may continue bouncing due to a 
phenomenon known as “loping.” 

Loping occurs in a taildragger when the bounce of the main 
wheels causes the tailwheel to slam into the ground while the 
main wheels are in the air.  Then the tailwheel bounces, slam-
ming the main wheels onto the ground.  This argument between 
the front and rear continues until momentum is lost.  But the 
severity of the loping can increase in the interim. 

Loping can occur in trike-geared aircraft too.  If the nose wheel 
strikes the ground before the mains, the nose is pushed up se-
verely, slamming the mains onto the runway.  Being behind the 
CG, the rebound of the mains rotates the nose downward so that 
the nose wheel slams down again, maybe even harder than the 
first time.  This process repeats. 

Loping in a trike airplane can start just by taxiing.  If the mains 
hit a bump, weight is shifted forward onto the nose gear.  It 
rebounds, returning weight backward.  This pingponging can 
grow, especially if the plane is accelerating.  The only way to 
stop it is to stop the airplane.  The longer the distance between 
the mains and the nose wheel, the greater the tendency to lop-
ing.  The mains being too far aft of the CG will increase loping 
too. Stiff struts and bouncy wheels will aggravate matters. 

Trike gear has less potential for bounce because the main 
wheels can be placed closer to the center of gravity.  Also, 
when the mains touch down, the impact tends to lower the nose 
and the angle of attack, reducing lift.  Some trike gear designs 
actually have negative angle of attack when sitting on all 
wheels.  This holds the plane on the runway much like a spoiler 
on a racing car.  Trikes have more positive ground steering be-
cause the nose wheel makes firmer contact with the runway 
than a tailwheel, especially at higher speeds. 

Another little-known cause of bounce is main wheels being too 
far apart.  You may be shocked to hear this, for wide apart is 
generally considered to be good for ground handling.  It usually 
is because it improves directional stability when rolling along 
the ground.  But what happens when the plane lands and one 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Continued on Column 1, this page. 

wheel hits the ground before the other?  A lateral form of 
bounce occurs from one wing to the other.  A common sight for 
P-47s.   

What to do? 

One might think than soft tires and springy struts would in-
crease bounce.  Generally not.   More often, bounce is aggra-
vated by the landing gear being too stiff.  Rigidity does not ab-
sorb energy, it reflects it.  The hardness of the runway contrib-
utes to bounce for the same reason.  Some early racing planes, 
such as the Howard Ike, had landing gear so rigid they could 
not land on concrete runways because of the uncontrollable 
bouncing that happened. 

Moving the main gear close to the center of gravity reduces 
bounce because impact does not rotate the airframe.  The Spit-
fire, for example, is quite bounce resistant, but it tips over eas-
ily on rough ground.  Moving nose and main gears closer to-
gether reduces bounce and loping but it degrades tracking and 
increases the tendency to tip over on rough ground and cross 
winds.  A widely used compromise between noseover and 
bounce for taildraggers is to locate the main-gear axle directly 
below the leading edge of the wing. 

Oleo struts help to absorb impacts.  But the spring tension must 
be just right—stiff enough to not bottom out, but soft enough to 
absorb shock.  The same may be said of tires—not too hard and 
not too soft. 

If your plane rebounds into the air as a result of a severe im-
pact, head off further bounce by inching up the throttle slightly.  
Apply down elevator if necessary to bring the nose level.  This 
will increase airspeed, prevent a stall and lower the rate of de-
scent.  If done correctly (these things are learned by experi-
ence), no further bouncing will occur. 

See ya at the field.  Bounce a sandwich off me. 

(Bounce, continued from page 4) 

Bill Hempel at the 2005 FYAO.  The 2006 FYAO is only two+ 
months away. 

I’m not sure about the pilot on the left (Ken Schroeder?), Tom 
Falls on the right. 

This looks like its probably father and son.  Mom, ya gotta love 
this!  Bonding. 
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Richard Steine  President    
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.comRSteine02@aol.com 
Dave Norman  Vice President 
763-643-2641 dnorman@banta.comdnorman@banta.com 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.compkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.comgrassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghh@comcast.netsghh@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@yahoo.comjerrybednark@yahoo.com 
Jeff Queen Safety Officer 
763-425-5346 jeff_queen@ahm.honda.comjeff_queen@ahm.honda.com 
Phil Zuidema Newsletter Editor & Contest 
 Coordinator 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast.netPHZuidema@Comcast.net 

Gone Flying Forever 

 Last month, just before the monthly meeting, Wayne Jaax 
lost a courageous fight with bone cancer.  The obituary in the 
paper said Wayne was 77 years old.  Everyone who knew 
Wayne would find that remarkable, since he seemed so very 
much younger.  Always with a twinkle in his eye, Wayne would 
happily lend you his expertise.  He was a frequent helper at our 
races for many years.  I think Wayne would have fit right in, 
flying around the pylons, but instead, he chose to make flying 
around the pylons possible for the rest of the racers. 
 Wayne attended most meetings, and you could always find 
him in the front row, on the left of the center aisle.  We at-
tended the same church.  He sat in the same place at church. 
 Wayne will be remembered as a willing club volunteer and 
one of the original founders of the Grassfield back in the early 
‘70’s.  Rather than sending flowers, the Club has made a dona-
tion to the Humane Society in Wayne’s honor. 

Photo by Dick Barland 


