Howdy Pete. Bring something to
the meeting to sell, ‘cuz, it’s a
Swap Meet. On March 3rd, we’re
having our annual FYAO, but you
have to bring wood to burn.

Never Come To A Gun Fight
(With a Knife)

By Phil Zuidema, editor

At the recent NCPL Annual Meeting we took a leap forward to
attract the casual racer to our local Club races, “O.S. .46, by
allowing two new, low cost engines. Then we took two leaps
backwards and landed on our tokus. Unless you build your
own custom airplane, or get one from someone who does, you
may as well set your eyes on last place.

Consider that the custom-built airplanes built by many of our
local racers are designed to compete in the national AMA 428
class. This is the class that is raced with some airplanes that
sell for $700. (Yes Martha, that price doesn’t include the four
hundred dollar engine and the three hundred dollars in special-
ized servos. Oh, did I mention that you need at least two sets of
those?)

In a noble effort to compete and beat those expensive airplanes,
we have a number of members that build their own custom air-
planes designed to race in AMA 428 class. Most of them are
very successful at competing with those egregiously-priced
planes. But as you have already figured out, most local racers
aren’t going to plunk down that kind of money to race.

So locally we run our Club races with relaxed rules. You can
buy an ARF Quickie for about $110, buy a Tower .46 for about
$79, use your standard servos and radio and come and compete
successfully. Those days are gone. Bye-bye. Kaput-ski.

In the past, we used a staggered-start rule that tried to equalize
the difference in speed between the custom-built airplanes and
the $110 ARF racers like the Predator and the Viper. Inan ef-
fort to equalize the known differences in speed between these
two basic airframe classes, we allowed the ARFs to get an ap-
proximately thirty foot head start. Then, the custom-builts
would take off, piloted by their exceptional pilots and speedster
airframes, trying to overtake the ARFs.

(Continued on page 3)

Oh, I’ve had a lot of air-
lrﬂgl}{es catchon fire, so |
can bring some wood to
the FYAO after I'm done
at the swap meet. Will
duct tape burn?
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Do You Know This Modeler?

See page 2 for more about this modeler

This modeler has some amazing talents both on and off the
field.
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Notes from the Editor

By Phil Zuidema, editor.

I am looking for a little help. Every month during our meeting
season, | get the Clippings printed and mailed out. 1 would like
to have some help.

If you can do the folding and mailing of the Clippings during
the meeting season, let me know, 763 571-9627. | sure could
use your help and this would be a great opportunity to help the
Club, too. Plus, it would give me more time to build and fly!

Swap Meet at the February
Meeting

February will be the host to our Swap Shop. This is open to
Grassfield Members, only please. Bring the stuff you don’t
want any more. Sell it. Gain points with your “Boss”.

Yeah, this is the time to peddle that O.S. .46 you no longer
need, or that YS 120 Supercharged four-stroke. Lugitinand
leave with copious amounts of cash.

We will supply the tables for you. It’s up to you to get to the
meeting early enough to get one. See you there. Get the wire
transfers ready.

Grassfield Monthly Meeting

This month’s meeting will be held at:

Date: February 9th, Friday—Swap Shop
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center

6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy.
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430

See www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map.

Notes from the Secretary

By Pat Galameault ~ Patwas fixing this plane this month.

Yakety-Yak, don’t talk back!

Del Berryman with his Russian Y AK at the 2005 Warbird
Race. Unfortunately, the Y AK met an untimely demise.

Photo on the Front Page is:

This modeler does some amazing things with the model air-
plane hobby. He is an accomplished machinist and makes some
very high end products for our hobby in conjunction with an-
other Grassfield member. Jerry Lundholm is a very interesting
club member. Talk to him next time you see him and a meeting
or at the field.
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The delay for the speedsters was calculated by the starter, using
a “One Mississippi” count between flags. Some people talk
faster than others. The designed thirty foot interval sometimes
grew to 150 feet. So we solved that problem. We created an
automatic timer, a light system. Pull the trigger and the first
light goes off with a one second delay to the second light.
We’re back to our approximately thirty foot separation. That
didn’t satisfy some. Thirty feet was too much. On our two
mile course, that figures to be less that three one-hundredths of
one percent, < (0.003). On a timed race basis, that one second
is about one percent.

Some say if we don’t allow those pilots with the custom-built
and designed-for-national-level-competition airplanes to get the
same start as the ARFs in our Club races, then they wouldn’t try
to develop those planes to compete in AMA 428. The creative
and competitive drive would be killed.

To that argument, I say, “Horse-puckey!” Custom designed
planes have increased in number and type since we began the
staggered-start rule. If anything, you might say that the in-
crease in creative development has been fueled by the stag-
gered-start rule.

So if you’d like to come out and get into the local racing scene,
bring your ARF and your good humor, because you’ll need it
when those national-caliber airplanes with their experienced
pilots come whizzing by you, grinning all the way. :-)

Kent Haas began
racing a few years
ago and shows up
regularly to race in
all classes. He began
with Predator and is
a seasoned veteran
now.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

All material printed herein is copyright 2003, Grassfield R/C Inc.
and may be subject to other copyright as well. Any material

from this publication may be copied for personal use. If printed
with the statement “Copyright 2003 Grassfield R/C Club Inc.”

and the author's name. Any articles contained herein may be
republished for any non-profit purpose by any AMA member
club. Any other reproduction, publication, or redistribution, in

any form, is prohibited. All other rights reserved.

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT
The Clippings is a newsletter published monthly by The
Grassfield Radio Control Club Inc. It's distributed to club
members, hobby shops and other interested parties. For
membership information, editorial submissions, and advertising
inquiries, please contact Grassfield R/C Club Inc., c/o Phil
Zuidema, 4945 Pennine Pass N.E., Columbia Heights, MN
55421-2075, PHZuidema@aol.com, (763) 571-9627.

Roy Maynard discusses some of the challenges he faces while
building this great example of a Hawker Sea Fury from Brian
O’Meara’s plans.

This plane recently underwent reconstruction after flying
through some power lines with a brilliant landing by its owner
and pilot.
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It’s too bad this isn’t printed in color. Go to the website to see
it in color. It’s great!

Pres Dick
Steine with
his beautiful
Gee Bee.



Freeze Your Ailerons Off Grassfield R/C Club Board Members

(FYAO) IS Coming March 3 Richard Steine  President & Contest Coordinator
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com

Al Schwartz Vice President
651 633-2286 alberts@comcast.net

We will be doing our annual Freeze Your Ailerons Off
(F.Y.A.O.) on March 3 this year. With the weather outside

nipping at a —40 windchill, February doesn't seem nearly warm Pat Galarneault ~ Secretary
enough. 320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com
Don’t forget to bring your chili for the chili competition. The Bill Hempel Webmaster

winner will receive a $30 Gift Certificate at a local hobby store.
Also, there will be a pie competition. The winner will receive 763-424-2937  grassfldrc@aol.com
nothing but empty pie plates. Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer

Also, besides your cool plane, bring wood!!! We need to burn 612-709-1541 sghm@comcast.net
something to stay warm and you better hope that your plane Jerrv Bednark Field Marshal
isn’t sacrificed in the cause of keeping us warm. y .
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@aol.com
Phil Zuidema Clippings Editor
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast. net
Gerry Cornish Safety Officer
763 559-2274
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