Hello Pete. Roy Maynard is
bringing his Aerotech Nakajuma
Ki-84 “Frank” to the meeting this

month? I guess he’s all set for the

Builder’s Show.
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Notes from the President

by Richard Steine

Fellow Grassfielders,

Wow, flying at the field into December was a real treat. | hope
the weather trends continue. It sure makes our long winter a lot
shorter. | never seem to get a lot of building done in the winter
anyway, | seem to cram it all into the spring and fall.

I am sorry to report that two of our active grassfielders and also
valued board members are leaving. Dave Norman V.P. and Jeff
Queen Safety Officer, have both taken jobs out of state. Al
Schwartz has happily agreed to take over as V.P. only after
hours of torture at a secret bunker in the bowels of the Grass-
field board room. We are exploring possibilities for safety offi-
cer and hope to have someone by this Friday's meeting.

The January meeting will feature Roy Maynard and his K1 84

Frank from an Aerotech Kit. Roy has marvelous detail on this
airplane including some new weathering techniques which he

will explain. Al Schwartz might bring his new Top Flite Cor-
sair which is almost read to finish.

Bring your indoor heli’s to the meeting and we can have a little
flying at the break.

See you Friday, Richard.

That sounds good. |
hear that we’re raffling
off some of those cool
electrics we had at the
last meeting.
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Do You Know These Modelers?

Photo by Bill Hempel
Here are two modelers, | believe father and son. | have seen
dad flying this Mustang around plenty. You may have seen
them at the field, too.
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Notes from the Editor

Bamalpgizedfthedieiures in this issue are a little one-subject-
matter-ish. My desktop motherboard gave up electron continu-
ity at only three and one half years. Not long enough to really
feel you got your money’s worth, but long enough for it to be-
come obsolete and make it impossible to find a replacement.
I’ve learned more about computer hardware in the past week
than I ever wanted to know.

So, about the pictures, you ask.? Dave Smith and his wife
Clare hosted a small gathering in honor of their son, Jeryl, be-
ing in town from his home in Florida. So, | took some pictures
while we flew Nelson Quickies, Quarter Fortys, Sport 3D
planes and a home built hydroplane off the ice on Clearwater
Lake in Clearwater, MN. Since my desktop was inoperative,
and I’m doing this on my laptop, I only had access to pictures
that were in my camera, so you guessed it, they all happened to
be of our little party at Dave’s.

So, please, send me some of your pictures, please, every month.

Grassfield Monthly Meeting

Photo by Bill Hempel
Gerry Cornish shows off his very nice biplane. 1 think it might be a
Great Lakes biplane, but I don’t know for certain.

This month’s meeting will be held:

Date: Friday, January 12, 2006

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center
6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy.
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430

See www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map.

Notes from the Secretary

By Pat Galameault

Greetings to all Grassfield R/Cers. | hope you all had a won-
derful holiday season. Some of us got together at Dave Smith’s
place up on Clearwater Lake on Dec 30", With the temps
around 40 degrees, some flying from the ice was in order. Jeryl
Smith was good enough to fly and give me an evaluation of my
new Q-500 plane. Your perspective changes when someone
else (especially as good a pilot as Jeryl is) flies your plane.
Little quirks and odd behaviors become apparent making it eas-
ier to trim and adjust as necessary for a good flying plane.

Dave Smith showed us the techniques involved in the making
of his 2 piece Q-40 props. Basically the blanks are installed in
a fixture and machined from tip to root. Due to the short length
of the individual blades, the grain of the blades can be closely
matched resulting in more consistent stiffness in the props tip to
tip. A special spinner with insets machined in the center to lock
in the blades completes the package. Initial tests have shown
them to be real good with some tweaking of the blade shapes
and pitches coming to achieve top performance.

I have sent an updated roster to Bill Hempel to post on the club
website . As in the past, | will be accepting 2007 membership
renewals at the Jan meeting. See you at the meeting Pat

Jeryl Smith listens attentively as his dad, Dave describes an idea
for his new, two-piece propeller. Jerry Elert is in the foreground.

Photo on the Front Page is:

Two Grassfielders. Yup, I am sorry I don’t know their names.
Maybe they’ll come to the meeting or e-mail me and | can get it
in the February Clippings next month.. I think the younger of
the two pilots is anticipating wringing that Mustang out.



Wing Tips

By Jeff Queen, Safety Officer

I would like to take this opportunity to say thanks for voting me
in as you Safety Officer for another 2 years. With this position, |
hope to be able to contribute in each month’s issue of the Clip-
pings by offering some basic safety tips. [ haven’t been in this
hobby as long as some of you, but I’ve learned a lot in the years
that I have been in.

We all know the weather conditions here in the great state of
Minnesota during the winter months can be brutal. Most of us
are inside thinking of flying, instead of being outside actually
flying. A lot of us are working on building projects to keep us
occupied, but for those who are not, here are some things to do to
our current airplanes to stay safe and expand the lifespan of our
flying beauties. During the winter months, you may want to use
this list to check over your existing aircraft.

Engines

\=Always run your engines completely out of fuel before
you store them.

\=After fuel run out, use an after run oil to keep the bear-
ings and internal. components lubricated during storage.
Take the plug out and add a couple of drops into the cyl-
inder, then turn the prop to completely lube the inside.

\= Check your prop for damage and balance, or totally re-
place it for the new year.

)= Now is also a good time to replace that $5 plug, just to
start the year fresh.

\= Check fuel lines, they are also inexpensive. You may just
want to replace all the lines throughout your fuel system.

Radio and Servos
\= Check all servo screws, the ones that hold the arm, and
the ones that hold the servos in the aircraft.
\= Check your clevises. Make sure the connection to the
servo horn and the connection to the surface of the air-
craft is secure.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
All material printed herein is copyright 2006, Grassfield R/C Inc.
and may be subject to other copyright as well. Any material
from this publication may be copied for personal use. If printed
with the statement “Copyright 2006 Grassfield R/C Club Inc.”
and the author's name. Any articles contained herein may be
republished for any non-profit purpose by any AMA member
club. Any other reproduction, publication, or redistribution, in
any form, is prohibited. All other rights reserved.
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The Clippings is a newsletter published monthly by The
Grassfield Radio Control Club Inc. It's distributed to club
members, hobby shops and other interested parties. For
membership information, editorial submissions, and advertising
inquiries, please contact Grassfield R/C Club Inc., c/o Phil
Zuidema, 4945 Pennine Pass N.E., Columbia Heights, MN
55421-2075, PHZuidema@comcast.net (763) 571-9627.
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Photo by Phil Zuidema

Dave Smith and his son Neil take a new looking pusher aircraft out on
the ice (well, there was back then) on Clearwater Lake. I’m not sure
where the wings wer hidden, but it sure flew across the ice.

\= Take your radio antenna and fully extend it. Now, take
some alcohol on a clean cloth and wipe the antenna
clean. Just think how many times a year you extend and
retract your radio antenna, most of the time with fuel
coated hands. This residue can effect the signal strength.

Airplane

)= Repair that hanger rash you were looking at all year.

\= Check the covering. A little hole now, can be a large
hole later.

\= Check any screws, bolts, nuts, etc. Even take a look at
the wheel collars and make sure they are secure.

\= Maybe take some thin CA and run through the airplane’s
internal structure.

Batteries

\= Always cycle your batteries a couple of times during the

winter months.

Dave Norman, Pat Galarneault and Ron Gage enjoy a beer while
Dave Smith demonstrates his new ‘toy’ (a CNC milling ma-
chine.)
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Grassfield R/C Club Board Members

Richard Steine President
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com

Dave Norman Vice President
763-643-2641 dnorman@banta.com

Pat Galarneault Secretary

320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com

Bill Hempel Webmaster
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.com
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer
612-709-1541 sghh@comcast.net

Jerry Bednark Field Marshal
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@yahoo.com

Photo by Jesse Platt ~ Jeff Queen Safety Officer
763-425-5346 jeff_queen@ahm.honda.com
Phil Zuidema and Ron Gage enjoy a quiet moment of reflection after a Phil Zuidema Newsletter Editor & Contest
hard day of racing. At Elk River. The clouds seemed to echo their Coordinator

thoughts. 763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast.net
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