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this month's Clippings 

Do You Know This Modeler? 

Hello Pete.  Did you make it to 
the FYAO to taste some of that 
award-winning chili?  And, how 
about those pies!  Al Schwartz 
will tell us about the new Spec-

trum radio. 

 I did try some of that 
Kent Haas, award-

winning chili.  There 
was a lot of food to try. 

  March 2007 

Flight Trimming 
Submitted by Jack DeLisle 

From The Eagle’s Nest, St. Clair County, Michigan 

Proper Center of Gravity (CG): Method A Roll model inverted.  

A. Slight down elevator required for level flight—no adjustments.  

B. Significant down-elevator required to sustain level flight—move 

battery pack backward.  

C. No down-elevator required to sustain level flight—move battery 

pack forward.  

Proper CG: Method B From level flight, roll model to a knife-edge.  

A. Model falls without dropping nose or tail—no adjustments.  

B. Nose drops—move battery pack backward.  

C. Tail drops—move battery pack forward.  

Engine thrust up/down: From level flight out around 100 yards, pull 

to a vertical climb directly in front of you, release sticks and observe 

deviations.  

A. Model continues straight up—no adjustments.  

B. Model pitches toward wheels—decrease down thrust.  

C. Model pitches toward canopy—increase right thrust.  

Engine thrust- left/right: Fly model straight and level into the wind 

and pull vertical.  

A. Model continues straight up—no adjustments.  

B. Model veers left—increase right thrust.  

C. Model veers right—decrease right thrust.  

Knife-edge flight—pitch: Fly model into wind, maintaining knife-

edge flight with minimal rudder. Do this from each direction.  

A. Model continues on knife edge without deviation—no adjustments.  

B. Model pitches toward landing gear—mix in up-elevator with rud-

der.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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By Phil Zuidema, editor. 

  This month’s meeting will be held: 

Date:   Friday, March 9, 2007 
Time:   7:00 p.m. 
Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center 
     6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy. 
     Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 
 
See www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map. 

Photo on the Front Page is: 
This modeler showed up at the FYAO on Saturday, March 3.  
He has been a Grassfielder since before 1980.  He is a regular at 
the races and flew a bunch of times with his ski-equipped sport 
model.  It was white, but that didn’t bother Dan Norlin, (photo 
above) in the least.  He flew in sunny and  breezy conditions, 
and enjoyed some excellent chili. 

The FYAO was a great success.  In this Clippings is a prelimi-
nary schedule of the events for 2007. 
 
Note:  The schedule changes during the year, so always 
check the website before finalizing plans.  
 
Get your planes ready for the Builder’s Show.  See Pat 
Galarneault’s column next month to check on the various cate-
gories for our entries.  It’s only a month away! 
 
Al Schwartz will explain and show-and-tell the new spread-
spectrum radio from JR.  Scott Holm-Hansen will also bring an 
industry presentation on the technology. 
 
Wayne Siewert, Owner of Aerotech Models and perennial com-
petitor at Top Gun, is expected to bring his newly developed 
Porsche-Mooney which he will use to compete in the Team 
event at Top Gun this year.  This is an incredible effort. 

Notes from the Editor  

Grassfield Monthly Meeting 

Photo on the front page by Kent Haas, above photos by Phil Zuidema. 

Russ forgot his snowshoes.  Kent and Jesse ready for another flight. 
Below:  Jerry Swanson tries a little more chili. 

C. Model pitches toward canopy—mix in down elevator with rudder. 

Knife edge flight—roll  

Fly model into wind: do this from each direction, maintaining knife-

edge flight with minimal rudder.  

A. Model continues on knife edge without deviation—no adjustments.  

B. Model tries to roll—mix in opposite aileron with rudder.  

Aileron differential: Fly model level heading into the wind or down-

wind. Pull to a 45-degree climb, and roll with aileron.  

A. Model rolls without yaw—no adjustments.  

B. Model exits yawed in opposite direction of roll—increase differen-

tial. Increase up throw on aileron.  

C. Model exits yawed in direction of roll—decrease differential. De-

crease up throw on aileron. 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
 



The Grassfield R/C Club “Clippings”        March 20 0771997  3 1997 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
All material printed herein is copyright 2006, Grassfield R/C Inc. 
and may be subject to other copyright as well.  Any material 
from this publication may be copied for personal use.  If printed 
with the statement “Copyright 2006 Grassfield R/C Club Inc.” 
and the author’s name.  Any articles contained herein may be 
republished for any non-profit purpose by any AMA member 
club.  Any other reproduction, publication, or redistribution, in 
any form, is prohibited.  All other rights reserved. 

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT 
The Clippings is a newsletter published  monthly by The 
Grassfield Radio Control Club Inc.  It’s distributed  to club 
members, hobby shops and other interested parties.  For 
membership information, editorial submissions, and advertising 
inquiries, please contact Grassfield R/C Club Inc., c/o Phil 
Zuidema, 4945 Pennine Pass N.E., Columbia Heights, MN  
55421-2075, PHZuidema@comcast.net (763) 571-9627. 

Al Schwartz, Vice President 

Keep It Fair 

I read your article in the Clippings.  I hope it doesn't discourage 
anyone from starting racing or quitting. 

First of all let me state that the ARF starting first rule was a 
poor idea from the beginning.  Letting anyone start ahead for 
any reason will only lead to discontent.  Flyers will soon figure 
a way to beat the rule.  The original intent of the rule was to 
make it easy for a beginner to get started.  There was no provi-
sion as to when he could no longer start first.  So now everyone 
has an ARF and we all start at the same time. 

Now what is an ARF?  If I get a Randy Etken model is it an 
ARF?  It comes all built and painted, or a Vortex, or a Seeker. 
Do they all get to start first?  How about if I say I am selling 
Hauler ARFs?  I made one for Kent Haas and Richard and Al 
Pooley.  Do they get to start first? 

Everyone likes to feel they have a chance to win.  I can't think 
of anything more discouraging than a new guy who shows up at 
one of our races with a Dominator kit he has built and is told he 
has to start last because the ARFs you mention will get to go 
first. 

There are a number of our members who do not care what kind 
of plane you want to fly just so it meets the rules.  If you want 
to risk a $500 ARF to fly in a club 46 race against a $50 Domi-
nator, it’s o.k. by them. However, they also want a FAIR race 
and a chance to win.  The alternate-start is a fair and safe 
method. 

To put an end to this constant rule changing I think the NCPL 
should use the AMA 424 rules.  We could phase in the engine 
part and allow .46 size for one or two more years.  The 428 
races would also be AMA  since then the guys flying these 
would be ready for races out of town. 

If we flew by AMA rules WE might even get some out of town 
flyers!  

F.Y.A.O. Was A Chili Day 

By Phil Zuidema, Editor 

The 2007 Freeze Your Ailerons Off was a whopping success, 
once again.  About twenty members showed up to fly, eat and 
have a bunch of fun.  There were three kinds of chili to try, 
thanks to Bill Hempel, Kent Haas and Paul Mohr.  There was a 
Hominy Grill buttermilk pie and a butterscotch pecan pie that 
Phil Zuidema made. 

All the chili was very good, but Kent Haas took home the hon-
ors this year for the best chili, winning a $30 gift certificate to 
the New Hobby Warehouse, to be presented at this Friday’s 
club meeting. 

The flying conditions were good, as you can see from the pho-
tos.  It was a little breezy, but it was from the northwest, so the 
shed made a perfect windbreak and the dark brown color 
warmed us up nicely from the bright sun.  I only wish more 
members were able to make it to the event. 

Check out www.grassfieldrc.org for more pictures of our fun. 

Above:  Jerry Swanson, Bruce Rumrey and Dan Norlin bask on the 
snow beach. 
Below:  Bill Hempel and Paul Mohr digest the good food. 
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Richard Steine  President    
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com 
Dave Norman  Vice President 
763-643-2641 dnorman@banta.com 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghh@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@yahoo.com 
Jeff Queen Safety Officer 
763-425-5346 jeff_queen@ahm.honda.com 
Phil Zuidema Newsletter Editor & Contest 
 Coordinator 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast.net 
 

Grassfield R/C Club Board Members 

Richard Steine  President & Contest Coordinator 
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com 
Al Schwartz  Vice President 
651 633-2286 alberts@comcast.net 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghm@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@aol.com 
Phil Zuidema Clippings Editor 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@comcast.net 
Gerry Cornish Safety Officer 
763 559-2274 

Above:  The crew 
reviews the chili 
entries.  Below, 
Scott Holm-Hansen 
tests the buttermilk 
pie. 


