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Notes from the President 
by Richard Steine 

Elections are this meeting and we hope to have a big turnout.  We will 
be electing president, treasurer and secretary.  You can call any mem-
ber of the board if you have an interest.  There are a few simple re-
quirements that need to be met in order to be a candidate.  Pat 
Galarneault can fill you in on those if you have an interest in running 
for an office.   
The other positions, Field Marshall, Safety Officer, Contest Coordina-
tor and Treasurer will be elected next year.  Each elected position 
holds a two year term. 

I hope your flying season was a successful one (not too many crashes).  
I dorked my Great Planes Chipmunk while landing (in a 35mph wind).  
I had to order a new cowl and  wheel pants, so it wasn’t too bad. 

While at the hobby shop I made myself feel better by picking up a 
GeeBee R1 ARF.  I hope to have it at the meeting. 

If any of you are designing something or just building an ARF, bring it 
for show and tell.  You will receive two tickets for the raffle just be-
cause you brought something. 

The B-25 is hanging at the Aerotech shop ready for paint (really Del)!  
We have been so busy there lately I have had to put it aside for now.   

I heard that Greg Hahn crashed his B-25 
“Tondalayo” at a contest due to interfer-
ence. I had the pleasure of meeting Greg 
at Top Gun this year.  His airplane is the 
same on I am doing so I have some great 
pictures to work with.  See you at the 
meeting.  Happy Landings.  Richard 
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Pete, did you realize that the   
November meeting with elections 

is coming this month?  Don 
Granlund is going to pretend he’s  
Alessandro Volta and give us an 

electrifying presentation. 

 Gee Willikers, Willie, I 
think leaning more 

about electrics will be 
great.  It’s the fastest-
growing part of our 

hobby. 

  November 2005 

Jerry Elert Listens With Interest to Lee LeValley’s 
Recounting the Day’s Race Heats in Houston. 

Jerry Elert, Dave Norman, Pat Galarneault, Lee LeValley and 
Phil Zuidema spent the last weekend of October in Houston, 
Texas, getting sunburned and racing Quarter Forties. 

GeeBee Fly-In - 
Saturday, November 12th. 
There is going to be a GeeBee Fly-In on Saturday, November 
12th, the day after our meeting.  It’s supposed to be 55 degrees 
and no rain.  We’ll have a bonfire.  We are anticipating about 
10 GeeBees of various vintages to be there.  If you love this 
airplane like many of us do, show up with your GeeBee or 
come to watch them fly.  No hangar queens need apply. 
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Club meetings are usually the second Friday of the month. 

Date:   Friday, November 11, 2005 
Time:   7:00 p.m. 
Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center 
     6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy. 
     Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 
 
See www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map.www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map. 

By Phil Zuidema  

Notes from the Secretary  

Grassfield Monthly Meeting 

 

 

I am standing in for Pat this month.  He is busy getting all the stuff 
ready to renew our membership.   

At this month’s meeting we will be featuring Don Granlund and Jeff 
Queen.  They will be giving us their tips and tricks on flying electrics.  
According to Jeremy at the Hobby Warehouse, electrics are absolutely 
the fastest growing segment of the hobby.  There are so many to 
choose from, it’s mind-boggling.  Batteries and chargers are so good, 
and some of them are very expensive. 

If you have already read Richard’s column, you know we will be doing 
the elections this month.  If you have an interest in running, you can 
contact a board member or just get someone to nominate you at the 
meeting.  One of the requirements is that whoever is nominated needs 
to have been an active member of the Grassfield for three years prior.  
This is a good way to get involved if you like to work hard for lotsa 
money.  (I’m kidding about the money, part  —  there is NO money, 
but it’s a great way to serve the club). 

The raffle will feature a kit and lots of other goodies.  We try to spend 
about $200/month on raffle prizes.  It’s usually about a break-even 
proposition, which is fine as our intent is to entertain and draw mem-
bers to the meeting, not to make money on the raffle. 

We will ask members what they would like to see for meeting content 
subjects and also for events on the calendar this coming summer.  
Please put your propeller beanies on and get things upstairs whirling.  
We need to know what you want to see and do.  If you would like to 
host something, let us know that too. 

It’s not too early to be thinking about Builder’s Show projects.  I know 
Richard’s 10 foot B-25 is ready for paint and will be at the Builder’s 
Show. 

If you have any pictures or anything you would like to have 
published in the Clippings please forward them to me.  I really 
would like to get some event notices, articles or just some pic-
tures of what you have been up to this past summer.   

By Phil Zuidema 

Notes from the Editor mounts, glue, spinner nuts, and some neat composite landing 
gear that look great. My only advice with the gear is that you 
use a button type bolt to mount them. The gear is just not strong 
enough to stand up to the 6/32 counter sunk bolts that I nor-
mally use. Lewis will soon have his Pacemaker and Vector 
Q500 kits available soon. These kits will feature many of the 
same tab and lock construction features found on my Seeker. 
 
 www.superminnow.com/hmracing/racing/index.htmlwww.superminnow.com/hmracing/racing/index.html – Quite a 
few neat and unique racing items available. They have a nice 
flight stand that many of the racers use, the Miss Candace Q-40, 
Q-40 wing and fuse bags, dolphin mold wax, some neat looking 
transmitter sticks, etc… Definitely worth taking a look at their 
products. 
 
 www.matneymodels.comwww.matneymodels.com – Kevin sells a couple reasonably 
priced Q500 kits (Mad Dog and Pitbull), a nice racing flight 
box, and quarter midget 15 kits. I see he also has a new com-
posite quickie available, but I have not seen one, so I would 
rather not comment. 
 
 www.bigbruceracing.comwww.bigbruceracing.com – This is the site of Bruce DeChastel 
who sells the Polecat Q-40 and Shotgun Q-500 kit. Both have 
done well on a national level and are relatively inexpensive 
compared to their peers. 
 
 www.angelfire.com/ok2/racewithme/lylepage.htmlwww.angelfire.com/ok2/racewithme/lylepage.html – Lyle Lar-
son’s California Speed Pros offers the Bird of Prey Q500, Dago 
Red Q40, Proud Bird, and my favorite the Vendetta. Lyle has a 
nice offering of competitive planes. 
 
 That about does it for sources that I use on a regular basis. If 
you have any specific question in regards to materials, parts, or 
accessories that I use, feel free to email me at 
quickee500@yahoo.comquickee500@yahoo.com 

 That’s it for Speed Secrets Volume #5. 

(Speed Secrets, Continued from page 3, Column 1 (adjacent)) 

Jim Brown accepts the 
Builder’s Show trophy 
from Dave Norman for 
Pilot’s Choice for his Ein-
decker monoplane.  Jim is 
a master builder and loves 
sticks, cloth and butyrate 
dope. 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
All material printed herein is copyright 2005, Grassfield R/C Inc. 
and may be subject to other copyright as well.  Any material 
from this publication may be copied for personal use.  If printed 
with the statement “Copyright 2005 Grassfield R/C Club Inc.” 
and the author’s name.  Any articles contained herein may be 
republished for any non-profit purpose by any AMA member 
club.  Any other reproduction, publication, or redistribution, in 
any form, is prohibited.  All other rights reserved. 

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT 
The Clippings is a newsletter published  monthly by The 
Grassfield Radio Control Club Inc.  It’s distributed  to club 
members, hobby shops and other interested parties.  For 
membership information, editorial submissions, and advertising 
inquiries, please contact Grassfield R/C Club Inc., c/o Phil 
Zuidema, 4945 Pennine Pass N.E., Columbia Heights, MN  
55421-2075, PHZuidema@comcast.netPHZuidema@comcast.net (763) 571-9627. 

Speed Secrets—Volume V 
By Dave Norman 

I’m starting to run out of secrets here, but thought I’d share 
some of my sources for some of the great products that I use in 
my pylon planes. Most of these sources are not local, but in 
terms of pricing and quality, seem to be the best for me. What 
I’ll do is list my source, and then the products that are available  
there that I like. 
 
 www.darrolcady.comwww.darrolcady.com – Once of the best one stop shops out 
there for pylon racing goodies. Here are the products that I like 
and use from Darrol: 

 Carbon Fiber Push rods - Best value out there, I like the 
1/8” diameter push rods that are 
a slip fit for a 2/56 rod which can 
be glued or JB Welded in. 

APC Pylon Props - A good place to find all those 
tough to find props that we use. 

 Nelson Glow Plugs - He has both Standard and Heavy 
Duty Plugs. (Editor-Only H.D., 
now). 

 Engine Measuring Tool -  A must have for any serious 428 
(Nelson/Jett) racer. Very easy to 
use. 

 Torque driver - Another must have for the seri-
ous racer. 

 Pro Driver Glow Igniter - In my opinion the best glow 
drivers out there. 

 
 Prop Rings - Ring to place on crank shaft that 

allows perfect prop alignment. 
 
Spinner Nuts - Darrol has some very nice spin-

ner nuts in sizes for both the Nel-
son and the O.S. 

 
 Pizza Cutter Wheels - Pretty much the standard on rac-

ers today. I prefer Darrol’s 
wheels over others because I 
think he has a more solid axle 
design that prevents wobbling of 
the wheel. 

 
 Racer Tape -  This stuff is great, I use it to tape 

antennas down, tape over wing 
bolts, secure Pole Cat removable 
engine covers, etc… 

 
 Tettra Tanks - The best bubbleless tank you can 

get in my opinion. Available in 4 
oz, 5 ¼ oz, and 6 oz sizes. 

 
 Super Tanker -  Darrol has the full Jett accessory 

line that includes my favorite 
bladder tank filler, the Super 

Tanker. By far the most user 
friendly of those available. 

 
 www.pspec.comwww.pspec.com – Home of the Nelson Engine and everything 
you need for them. Many of the things you can buy from Dar-
rol, can also be purchased at Performance Specialties: props, 
glow plugs, wheels, Tettra tanks, racer tape. The one unique 
item that is available at Performance Specialties is the Master 
Tach. This is not a cheap tach, but it is very precise and proba-
bly the best tach money can buy. These are very limited, and 
you may need to wait for one, but definitely a must buy for the 
serious pylon racer. 
 
 www.jettengineering.comwww.jettengineering.com – This is where you can get the com-
plete line of Dub Jett engines and accessories. The C.G. tank 
works well in some of the newer mid-wing Q-40 planes out 
there, remote needle valves that work on any engine, and a 
great series written by Dub called the “Crap Trap”. Check out 
the series, there is some great tips and hints in there on going 
fast. 
www.horizonhobby.comwww.horizonhobby.com  – This is where I have been buying 
most of my pylon servos lately when they are not in stock at 
Hobby Warehouse. I’m really starting to like the Expert SL 451 
servo available here for my Quickie elevator and ailerons. Its 
about the same price as the Hitec 225 many people are using, 
but it’s a little lighter and centers better. 
 
 www.flyfastcomposites.comwww.flyfastcomposites.com – Home of the Neme-Q, but one 
of his products has become the standard in my racing planes, 
and that is his 500 mah NiMH battery. Great battery for our 
racing applications.  I’m still not sold on the smaller 370 mah 
NiMH batteries, but the 500 has been working fine for me for 
the past year. 
 
 www.lcsperformance.comwww.lcsperformance.com – Lewis Schwabb has a nice site 
with several unique products. He sells some inexpensive Pizza 
and Poker chip wheels, taller tail landing skids, back plate 

(Continued on page 2) 

Speed Secrets (continued from this page, Column 2) 

Continued on Column 1, this page. 
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Grassfield R/C Club Board Members 

Richard Steine  President    
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.comRSteine02@aol.com 
Dave Norman  Vice President 
763-643-2641 dnorman@banta.comdnorman@banta.com 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.compkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.comgrassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghh@comcast.netsghh@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@yahoo.comjerrybednark@yahoo.com 
Jeff Queen Safety Officer 
763-425-5346 jeff_queen@ahm.honda.comjeff_queen@ahm.honda.com 
Phil Zuidema Newsletter Editor & Contest 
 Coordinator 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast.netPHZuidema@Comcast.net 

Gone Flying Forever 
Man, I just hate this part of the job.  We have to say “Goodbye” to 
some long time friends and Grassfielders. 

This summer, most of you already know, we lost Dick Barland in his 
fight with leukemia.  Dick was in a coma for about six weeks, then 
woke up.  The first thing he asked was how the Michael Jackson trial 
had turned out!  Dick was always quick with a smile and a helping 
hand.  He developed the Gnat combat model and loved flying combat 
with his buddies.  He was a catalyst and we will dearly miss him. 

The last issue of the Clippings announced the passing of Bill Cowette.  
The picture of Bill was furnished by Curt Young.  Unfortunately, Curt 
passed away shortly after furnishing me with that picture of Bill.  Curt 
had been in the Grassfield since before I joined, (1980) and his son 
(Paul) used to fly in our annual pattern contest. Curt was in attendance 
at most every meeting.  We will miss his gentle and sincere presence. 

Alas, I am not yet finished.  John Green passed away in his sleep this 
summer.  John had been a member of our club for at least fifteen years.  
Early this year he had a minor stroke while flying, passed his transmit-
ter to the person standing next to him, since he couldn’t see, and then 
sat down on a chair.  He recovered and he and I were at the field the 
night of the big storm that knocked out power to the north metro for 
days.  We chatted a long time and he helped me launch my Quickie 
that I was getting ready for a race.  He was just getting settled into a 
happy retirement.  He was active in the Scale Flyers of MN, too. 

Please help me wish long time member and a Grassfield founder, 
Wayne Jaax a recovery from his illness.  Wayne has been in the club 
since the beginning (1972) and was one of the original six members. 
He often helped out at the races by watching pylons.  Thanks, Wayne! 


